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Kim Maltman
CROCODILES
They smile, the stupid leatherheaded 
beasts, like natural liars.
This is the perm anent the stable
smile, the lazy stripped-down smile
that boredom  breeds,
the smile of ducks
vanishing from ponds
into their red grins.
Let me rem ember that she smiled too 
(once or twice) 
and meant it
or that I did also on occasion. 
Unerringly inside the trap  is set, 
off-center from the backbone, 
smiling down at all of us.
Our mouths have opened wide.
We smile back by habit, hopefully.
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